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Riots and Vandalism Damage ‮Bahraini Economy
and Impede Delivery of Services to Citizens.

Abu-Ghazaleh ‬ ‮What is happening in the region is not ‮ »‬a spring ‮« ‬ and Bahrain preceded many countries in achieving renaissance
[image: image1.jpg]bl




Friday, October 7, 2011

By Adel Muhsin    ‮‬ 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of Abu-Ghazaleh Group, Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh said that acts of riots and vandalism ‮ ‬ occurring ‮ ‬ in ‮ ‬ some areas of Bahrain ‮ ‬ hurt the Bahraini economy and disrupt access of Bahraini citizens to services. ‬The period of time taken to access services is much longer than the period of using such services. 


He stressed in a statement ‮ given to “Al-Watan”‬ ‮during his speech at the Council ‮ “Bosbon Balbasitine”, ‮that Bahraini merchants boycotting each other negatively affect the gross domestic product. ‮ He explained that this type of ostracism impacts  more negatively on the GDP than‬  foreigners’  boycotting  traders in ‮ ‬ Arab countries, ‮ ‬ he added ‮ ‬ that boycotting two parts of the economic community ‮ ‬ to each other deprives society from benefiting from the gross domestic product ‮which depends on the total sales and trading in goods and services, ‮ ‬ pointing out that the Stock Exchange Market does not add any value to the financial transactions ‮ ‬ as does the dependence on  total sales.
Abu-Ghazaleh, spoke during the session, ‮ ‬attended by a number of deputies, and municipalities’ members, academics and Bahraini councils’ members, about ‮economic, social and political topics‮. 

Abu-Ghazaleh described the political events, ‮ ‬taking place‮ ‬ in the Arab region, ‮ ‬as “the Renaissance”, ‮ ‬rejecting the term which is currently being ‮ used ‮the “Arab Spring”,‮ and he  ‬said that what is happening in ‬ some Arab countries ‬ is the beginning of a renaissance era, ‮ ‬ adding that Bahrain preceded many countries in its reform ‮ ‬process. 
He stated ‮ ‬ that the democratic process takes time ‮ ‬giving the example of Europe that needed  twenty years to achieve renaissance, ‮ ‬ adding ‮ ‬ that democracy is not an immediate process such as  ‮“an electrical switch , ‮ ‬and must take time as needed” ‮. 

He explained that what is happening in the Arab countries ‮is not a political shift but a cultural one, and‮ ‬it is not right to focus on the political side ‮ ‬ only, wondering what is the benefit from ‮ ‬ a democratic system and elections, ‮ ‬if such a system‮ ‬does not provide adequate living and appropriate, education health systems and services needed by ‮the citizens?
What is the society's interest in ‮ ‬ the economic, social ‮ ‬ and security ‮ issues among others through democracy? He affirmed that ‮ ‬everyone ‮ ‬ testifies that the stability of the system has more benefits for the citizen, ‮predicting ‮ ‬the collapse and the bankruptcy of the Western systems in the near future, ‮including European countries. He ‮ ‬also pointed out that communities will soon raise slogans  in ‮ ‬the Western countries calling for the overthrow of their regimes, ‮ peoples cannot stay silent when ‮ ‬deprived of their basic needs ‮''. ‬

Abu-Ghazaleh tackled‮ ‬ the World economic situation, including the American one, ‮‬  the high public debt ‮ ‬ and the withholding of   real figures, ‮pointing out that  the  American public debt was 5 trillion dollars, adding that it reached 10 trillion dollars  under President Bush  Administration,‮ ‬ ‮and 15 trillion  dollars‬ under  Obama’s presidency, confirming that the real figure is very  much higher than this, according to the US auditor general. ‮ He called ‮ ‬ on  Arab countries to establish a special organization for the protection of Arab investments in ‮ ‬ the West, ‮ ‬ that would be similar to OPEC, ‮ ‬  indicating ‮ ‬ that the volume of these investments is very  large and must be protected against the collapse of the Western countries ‮.''
He went on to say that ‮''‬  Newsweek” magazine  published  in ‮ ‬ December ‬ 2009 ‮ ‬an  upside-down image  of  the Capital Hill, ‮ ‬with the following title underneath  ‮''‬Thus, Empires Collapse ‮''‬ through public debt and budget deficit, ‮ ‬ and when ‮ a rise occurs in the  public debt, a problem and a deficit occurs in ‮ ‬providing services to citizens, ‮so, after the global financial ‮ ‬and economic ‮ collapse , ‮ ‬Western countries will witness  popular breakdown ‬, ‮ ‬ and in the same context the TIME magazine wrote about Europe under the title “ the End of Europe”, ‮ ‬as the public debt  of all European countries ‮ ‬ surpass ‮60%of their national income, ‮ ‬ except Germany the only country that rejected the Euro”.
Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, talked  about the ‮educational reform process ‮in Bahrain that  showed the negative sides of ‮ ‬ education in universities and assessed ‮ ‬it ‮correctly to build the future, ‮ ‬ as well as to ensure the quality of education, ‮ ‬ stating ‮ ‬ that the quality education law is far more important than  the political parties law, ‮ ‬paying tribute to ‮ ‬steps adopted by  Bahrain to ‮ ‬ ensure the quality in education, ‮ ‬ and its advancement over other countries in the region ‮in ‬ this area He underlined ‮ ‬ that real reform  is ‮ ‬ about providing ‮ ‬ students  with the appropriate education, ‮ ‬ pointing ‮out that some Arab countries‮ ‬ ignored the law of the Ministers of Education ‮ ‬ pertaining to quality of education, ‮ ‬ citing ‮ ‬ that one of the Arab ministers ‮explained to him that the educational level  of ‮ ‬ 90% of  universities  is unacceptable, ‮as they did not take the decision adopted by  Bahrain to stop profit cravings  without providing an advanced level of education ‮ (...) ‬, ‮ ‬and  it is true that there is no harm in making profits, ‮ ‬ but not ‮ at the expense of the quality of education, ‮ ‬and he  added ‮ ‬that quality control in ‮ ‬ Bahrain  is wonderful ‮ ‬ according to‮ ‬ any international standard, ‮ ‬ and is much more superior and  has capacities, independence and  highest efficiency, thus Bahrain was able‮ ‬ to act boldly to reform education in the Kingdom ‮
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